


c o n c e p t     s t a t e m e n t

The design for the NEXT satellite office in Atlanta utilizes biophilic design principles to help inspire 
occupant’s work. Specializing in health, wellness, and improving happiness for the people who use 
their apps and software, this space for NEXT employees will encourage them to practice what they 
create by improving indoor air quality and improving their productivity and cognitive performance 
through the presence of plants and biophilic elements. The plants selected for the space not only 
clean and purify the air, but are also adaptive plants to Georgia and sit inside a topographic map of 
the state which surrounds the stair and enforces a connection to nature to all interior spaces. 



1. “Biophilic design incorporates considerations of human heath, ecology, and sustainability principles.”

2. “Presence of plants correlates positively with worker productivity.”

3. “Cleaner air has been found to have a casual relationship with better cardiovascular health + mental activity.”

4. “Benefits of human-nature contact include stress reduction, healing + attention restoration, development of perceptive + expressive skills.”

5. “Plants play a role in the ameliorating of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from plastic + synthetic materials.”

(Downton et. al., 2017)
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stair oriented layout :

- all spaces stem from the central stair
- the forum and video conference are on the lower level to keep the office 
  spaces together on level three
- the inspiration zone is directly adjacent to the reception space to allow 
  easy access for visitors
- the private enclaves are tucked next to the open office and cafe to 
  provide a quiet, focused place for people to work
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p r o c e s s     w o r k

concept 1  / additive stair concept 2  / topography stair 

- the platform of the stair houses 
  a portion of the inspiration zone
- a wheelchair lift gives access 
  the platform for those not able 
  to use stairs
- the stair treads are stacked on 
  top of each other to create an 
  interlocking appearance

- the tiers surrounding the stair 
  represent the topography of 
  Georgia
- within the topography tiers, 
  adaptive plants to Georgia will 
  grow to create a “green island”  
- the stair cuts through the 
  topography to immerse 
  occupants into the green island 
  the tiers create
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i n s p i r a t i o n     i m a g e s



- the monumental stair is surrounded by a green island whose form is inspired by the topography of Georgia to create a stronger
  representation of the satellite office’s location
- the majority of the first level serves as an extension of the forum by providing furniture that becomes more formal as occupants 
  move towards the forum and video conference space
- the stair provides an impromtu, short term meeting space on the first tier of the topography where occupants can form a stronger 
  relationship to nature

l e v e l     o n e     f l o o r     p l a n
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l e v e l     o n e     r e f l e c t e d     c e i l i n g     p l a n
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- the ceiling ties in to the topography stair by mirroring the path of circulation at different elevations which is further enforced 
  by the different color values of each layer, commonly depicted in topography maps
- the lowest ceiling height of eleven feet helps to make the first level feel more intimate and creates a relaxing ambiance 
  through the use of earthy green shades and diffuse pendant lights adding a subtle glow to the space
- the horizontal wood slats above the forum space represent a more quiet, focused space with lighting that facilitates task work
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s t a i r   +   l e v e l     o n e     e n t r a n c e
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- polished concrete, LVT, and carpet tile help separate each space while also guiding circulation through the office
- each desk and chair placement is conscious of views to ensure occupant comfort and happiness when using the space 
  while promoting productivity
- the private offices are attached to the exterior wall to provide direct access to natural light with a curtain wall facade to allow 
  additional light to filter to the rest of the interior
- the concept of curvilinear forms contrasting geometric shapes is consistent both in plan and 3D

l e v e l     t h r e e     f l o o r     p l a n

reception space

open office

private enclaves

resource center

private offices

outdoor terrace

inspiration zone

in between spaces

work cafe

project team space

Nlevel three floor plan / scale 1/8” = 1’0”

LVT

Polished Concrete

Carpet Tile

7
7

8

13

10
9

3

16

16

11

15

12

5

14

14

14

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

6’ circle showing COVID
spacing



26' - 8"

25' - 8"

26' - 2"

28' - 2"

27' - 2"

25' - 2"

26' - 8"

25' - 2"

26' - 11"

26' - 11"

1/4" = 1'-0"1 Level 3
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- designing for biophilic design, the yellow ceiling is representative of the sun shining down to the entire space
- dynamic and diffuse light is implemented throughout the space through the use of diffuse cove lighting and hanging pendants 
  that anchor seating while creating a more intimate space
- the circular acoustic baffles are suspended from the ceiling and help pull people into the space while mimicking the appearance 
  of clouds
- horizontal slats covered in acoustic felt signify spaces for focused work either with a group or individually
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i n s p i r a t i o n     z o n e   +   p r i v a t e     o f f i c e s
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The design of the NEXT satellite office embodies the brand of the company through using bio-
philic principles such as dynamic and diffuse lighting, considering visual and non-visual connec-
tions to nature, and the presence of biomorphic forms. Together, these principles create a space 
where employees can feel rejuvenated while improving their mental and physical health. 

Occupant safety is put first through the practice of post pandemic principles such as six foot 
spacing between furniture as well as technological resources provided to facilitate collaboration 
between remote workers. Ergonomic furniture selected from Steelcase

design summary :
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